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city of Danzig, with an almost entirely German population, was
to be a Tree city', under League of Nations control Its harbour
and docks were to belong to Poland, as being her natural outlet
to the sea.

In central Europe a number of entirely new states were brought
into existence between Germany and Russia: Finland, Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland. Where had once been Austria-
Hungary there was now a small Austrian republic containing
the German-speaking districts, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and
provinces added to Italy, Rumania, and Serbia (Jugoslavia). In
the Balkans Bulgaria lost a strip of coast to Greece, who was also
allotted territory in Anatolia (Asia Minor) which she ultimately
failed to secure from Turkey. Turkey lost her long Asiatic
extensions, one of them becoming the Kingdom of Irak, and the
other the French province of Syria, and Palestine, where Britain
had, rather rashly, undertaken to establish a 'national home' for
the Jews,

For many, or most, of these arrangements the peace conference
can be neither praised or blamed. They had already been estab-
lished as the result of local revolutions, and the peace conference
simply accepted the facts as it found them and offered solutions
of boundary disputes, which were not always accepted by the
disputants. The general result was a triumph of the principle
of nationalism, or 'self-determination', which was a prominent
feature of Wilson's Fourteen Points. Never before had the map
of Europe corresponded so closely to the conscious wishes of its
inhabitants. That was all to the good, but there were also serious
drawbacks. For one thing, the spirit of nationalism went too far
and nearly everywhere set itself to persecute in one way or
another the 'minorities' of different nationality within the new
frontiers, for the dividing lines between national groups are
never clear cut. Secondly, these numerous new states set them-
selves to compete industrially with their neighbours, and to erect
tariff barriers impeding the natural course of trade. It has often
been remarked that if the forty-eight states of U.S.A. had beea
allowed to erect tariff barriers against each other, U.S.A. would
certainly not be to-day the richest country in the world. The
multiplication of frontiers and tariffs impoverished the new
Europe. Thirdly, the existence of large numbers of small states